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[47] CHAPTER 26. 

ROAD TAX, BTC. 

AN ACT to amend an act to provide for 18V)'fng a tax on real and personal propel't7. for 
road pul'(IOIIeS. approved, lI'eb1'U&l'1 18. 1842. 

Bs if 6MCIed by tke Council and House of Representative. of tke Territory 
of IOtIJa: 

SECTION 1. Supervisor to make list of thOle who have not paid or worked 
road-~, when no penoDaJ. property C&Jl be had, to sell real estate to 
low_ bidd... That, in case any road tax is not paid or worked out by either 
resident or non-resident, on or before the first day of November in each year, 
then the supervisor shall make out a list of delinquents, attach his certificate 
thereto, and deliver the same to the treasurer of the count)'; and the said 
treasurer, provided no personal property can be found out of which to make 
such road tax, shall proceed to sell the real estate of such delinquent upon 
which such road tax shall have been levied, by publishing, in the nearest news­
paper, and by posting upon the court house 11001' of the county in which such 
real estate shall be situated, a notice containing a description of such real 
estate, feur weeks successively, that said real estate will be sold for the road 
tax'levied thereon at the court house door, and that said real estate will be 
sold on the day to be therein specified, between the hours of 10 o'clock, a. m., 
and 4 o'clock, p. m., to the purchaser who will bid for the least quantity to 
be taken oft of -the northeast corner of the land so sold, for the said tax and 
expenses of sale. 

SEc. 2. Treasurer to deed property. That said treasurer is hereby au­
thorized and required to make to such purchaser, in his name as treasurer of 
his proper county, a deed conveying the real estate so sold in fee simple. 

SEC. 3. Bedeemable in two years, with 1M) per centum interen. That the 
owner of said real estate may redeem the said estate so sold, by p'lying to 
such purchaser, or the treasurer of the county, for the purchaser or his assicms, 
the sum bid for said land, with fifty per centum per annum, at any time with­
in two years after such sale. 

r48] SEC. 4. Such deed prima facie evidence. That the deed so executed 
shall be prima facie evidence of the regularity of the proceedinR's. 

SEC. 5. Title not to be questioned unless an 011'er of princi'Pal and above 
interest be first made. No pt'l'Son shall ever question the title of the pur­
chaser to the real estate so purchased, in any court of law or equity, either as 
plaintiff or defendant, or complainant or defendant, unless he shall have paid 
or off'ert'd to the purchaser of sajd real t'state, or his assijl:ns, the sum 80 paid 
for said real estate, with fifty pt'r ct'ntum per annum, from the date of such 
salt' and the costs of such sale and dt'ed. 
. SEC. 6. Certifted allowance for over work That it shaH be tile dntv of 
the road supervisor to issue a certifit'ate to any person for the number of days 
such person may have labort'd on the road'! in his district, exceeding the num­
ber of days for whi('h sl1('h pf'r!'lOn was taxt'd. 

SEC. 7. Certificate to be apl)Ued to any road tax unpaid by helder. That 
the treasurer of the county shall rec(,jvt' such certificate as mone~', in pav­
mf'nt of the road tax of the per!'lon holding the same, for any lands in his 
county OWDf'd by such pt'rson, llnpaid. 

flFC. 8. lY'oneys collected under t}-is act to be al)pro-priated by county .on 
roads and bridges in road districts where paid. That the monf'ys'eollf'l'terl on 
such Ralt' shan he appropriatt'd hy thf' hOllrd of ('ommis~ionprq for the im-" 
provt'mt'nt of roads, and the erection of bridges within the road district where 
said land is situated. 
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SEC. 9. Act to take effect after passage. This act shall take effect from 
and after its passage. 

Approved, June 10th, 1845. 

CHAP'l'ER 27. 

OBSTRUCTION OF ROADS PUNISHED. 

AN ACT to prevent and punish the obstruction of public roads and highways. 

Be it enaoted by the Gaunoil and IIause a/ Representatives 0/ the Territory 
of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Injuring road, fine of $lO-imprisonment, if not paid. That 
if any p~rsoI). shall obstruct any public road or highway in this territory by 
felling any tree or trees across the same, or by encroaching upon, or fencing, 
or ploughing up the same, or by placing any other obstruction thereon, or 
who shall destroy or injure any bridge or causeway, or remove any plank or 
timber therefrom without being legally authorized so to do, [.] nor less than 
ten dollars, and shall be imprisoned in the county jail until' the fine and costs 
are paid. 

[ 49] SEC. 2. Sheriff to order person committing injury, to repair. That 
in every case where a highway shall have bef'n laid out, and the same has 
been, or shall be, obstructed as aforesaid, the sheriff of the proper county, 
shall, on being notified thereof, order snch obstruction to be removed, which 
order shall be reduced to writing and signed by the sheriff, and a copy 
thereof served upon the person charged with having made or caused the 
same. 

SEC. 3. If not done in six da.ys, sheriff to do it, a.nd the guilty person to 
pay costs. That if such rf'moval shall not be made in accordance with such 
order, within six days after the service of the same, it shall then be the 
duty of the sheriff to take with him such assistance as may be necessary, 
and proceed without delay, to remove such obstruction; and the person guilty 
of making the same, shall pay all costs and expenses of said removal. 

SEC. 4. Fees of sheriff for his duties. That the sheriff, for rendering the 
services required by this act, shall be entitled to receive the following fees, 
to-wit: for making out order of removal, one dollar; for serving same on each 
defendant, fifty cents, and mileage as now established by law; for super­
intending removal, two dollars per day, and for each person employed to 
assist .him, one dollar per day. 

SEC. 5. Oonflicting acts repealed. That all the acts and parts of acts 
which conflict with this act, be, and the same are, hereby repealed. 

SEC. 6. Takes effect September 1st, 1845. This act to take .effect and be 
in force from and after the first day of September next. 

Approved, June 11th, 1845 . 
• (Omission in the original enrolled act.) 
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